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Legal context

• European legal framework
• Two pollutants of primary concern

PM10 – to be met by 2005 (daily extended until 2011)
• Daily – 50ug/m3 not to be exceeded more than 35 times a 

year
• Annual – 40ug/m3

NO2 – to be met by 2010
• Hourly – 200 ug/m3 not to be exceeded more than 18 

times a year
• Annual – 40 ug/m3
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The Challenge - 2010

NO2 2010 Annual Mean



Approach

• Sort out our own house first: Buses and taxis 
are the individually most polluting vehicles 

• Biggest bang for buck: heavy diesel vehicles

• Carrots before sticks: Incentives and support 
before disincentives such as charging

• Local targeted action: proportionate and uses 
available funding more effectively



Solutions 

Congestion charge Low Emission Zone Buses

Taxis Cycling Electric cars
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Solutions 

Air Quality Neutral Retrofit programmes Construction

Local measures Mayor‟s Air Quality Fund Health and comms



Local measures

• £5m of funding 

from DfT

• PM10 focused

• Measures 

implemented 

along  “priority 

corridors” in 

central London

• Trialling a 

combination of 

measures to 

find out what 

works best



Local measures



Huge progress by 2020 but 

still won‟t meet EU legal limits

NO2 2020 Annual Mean



Air Quality Manifesto

• Mayor has already put in place an ambitious package 

of measures – but recognition more needs to be done

• This summer Mayor set out a roadmap to compliance 

by 2020 in his Air Quality Manifesto 

• Centre piece of this is the ULEZ

• ULEZ delivers two-thirds of the emissions reduction 

needed but further action required at European and 

national level if we‟re to give Londoners the air they 

deserve



Why an Ultra Low Emission 

Zone?

• Central London predicted to remain an 

air quality focus area beyond 2020

• Greatest amount of public exposure and 

highest emissions occurs in Central 

London

• Congestion Zone is established with 

embedded travel behaviour and 

enforcement

• An opportunity to promote and 

encourage use of ultra low emission 

vehicles by building on existing Ultra Low 

Emission Discount



ULEZ standards



Additional requirements 

for TfL services

TfL is working to reduce 

emissions from its buses taxis 

and PHVs and to increase the 

number of zero emission 

capable vehicles. 

This will create demonstrator 

fleets in London, boost 

industry sales and lead the 

transition towards this 

technology.





Public information
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Education, Behaviour Change 

and Awareness Campaigns

http://www.cleanerairforlondon.org.uk/projects-campaigns/breathe-better-together


Conclusion

• London‟s history shows it is possible to successfully 

tackle air pollution - „fortune favours the brave‟

• London still faces a considerable air pollution challenge

• The Mayor has proposed an Ultra Low Emission 

Zone - this is the right solution, at the right time

• Both mitigation and adaptation measures are 

required to tackle air pollution

• Cities and countries need to work together


